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TEXAS POULTRY FEDERATION 2011 CONVENTION AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM  
The 2011 Texas Poultry Convention and Symposium was a huge success.  There were 230 registrants attending this year’s program. Dr. Morgan Farnell organized a very productive educational program.  The Western Party was enjoyed by all.  We raised $27,420 for the Scholarship Program.  This amount includes $5,000 donated by Cargill, Waco, and Cargill, Inc.; $500 donated by Jake’s Eggs; the golf outing was rained out and the golfers donated the $2,100 in prize money to the scholarship fund; and the skeet tournament raised $1,600 for the fund.  A sincere thanks to all who participated in donating and purchasing items.  As a reminder, the application is available online and is due in this office by September 15.
Donors: Haley, Rachel, Anna &Nathan Staggs; SFASU Poultry Science Dept.; Hackberry Cajun Guide Service; Jones-Hamilton --Ken McGinnis; Novus – Paul Price and Rick Zimmerman; Gregg McCoury; Hy-Line North America – Jerry Autry; Dr. John Carey; Cobb-Vantress – Bob Ickes; Gib Burton; Danisco Animal Nutrition – Keith Staggs; Walco International – Ken Callahan; TAMU Poultry Science Dept.; Aviagen – Vaughn King; General Chemical – Pat Welch; David Elbel; Tyson – Matt Mika; Texas Poultry Federation; Buddy & Gayle Minear; Walline Grimm; Keith & Sherri Staggs; Tribbie Sandner; Ideal Poultry Breeding Farms – Janet Crouch; Representative John Kuempel; Representative Wayne Christian; Representative James White; Diversified Imports – Sid Coufal; Bob & Mona Turner; and past Golden Feather recipients: Monroe Fuchs, Gib Burton, Ernest Mahard, Ralph Simmons, Terry Wright, Jerry Autry, Bob Hendrix, Bo Pilgrim, David Jenkins, James Grimm, Vincent Reina Sr., 
Drs. Dick Creger, James Miner, John Carey, Floyd Golan, & Fred Thornberry, Emi Bozka in memory of Tommy Bozka, Brian Barrett in memory of Delvin Barrett, and Ruth Krueger in memory of Dr. W.F. Krueger.


Buyers:  Bob Turner, Phibro Animal Health – Travis Boatwright, Lohmann Animal Health – Shannon Kellner, Cobb-Vantress – Bob Ickes, Ideal Poultry Breeding Farms –Janet Crouch, Merial Select – Tim Cain, Cobb-Vantress – Heath Wessels, David & Bonnie Elbel, Holmes Foods – Phillip Morris, Cobb-Vantress – Cole Vardeman, American Dehydrated Foods – Mark Dunn, Harold Grauke, Michael Greenlee, Farmers State Bank – Greg Baldock, Barbara Johns, Gib & Terri Burton, Dr. Tammy Beckham, Cal-Maine Foods – Chris Ulrich, Julia Hix, Rose Acre Farms – Victor Rigterink, James Grimm, Ralph Simmons, Dr. John Carey, Dr. Randy Moore, LaVada McCoury, Kay Dunn, Buddy Minear, Teri Adcox, Walline Grimm, and 
Dr. Floyd Golan.
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Gary Fuchs, third generation poultry producer from Cameron, was selected as the Golden Feather recipient.  Gary is the third member of the Fuchs family to receive the award.  Keith Staggs was presented the Salesman of the Year Award.  Thank you notes are included in this newsletter.

Phillip Morris, Holmes Foods, was elected President of Texas Poultry Federation.  Jerry Autry, Hy-Line North America, was elected First Vice President.  Vice Presidents are: Randy Boone, Dr. Travis Cigainero, Morris Hill, Bob Ickes, and Mike Neal.

The 82nd legislative session is over.  As you are well aware, finances or lack of finances was the buzzword this session.  The fewest bills in history were filed due to the cost or lack of money (see Bob Turner’s report).

BOB TURNER RURAL ISSUES CONSULTING LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

The 82nd REGULAR Session of the Texas Legislature Ended – with little or no fan fare Monday, May 30th---ONLY---to have the 82nd 1st SPECIAL Session called to begin the next day – on May 31st at 8:00 AM.  A budget for the upcoming two year period – 2012 – 2013, which, by the way, is the only constitutionally mandated thing that the legislature has to do – WAS NOT AGREED UPON.  They did agree on several issues that the Governor had designated as “priority issues”. One of these that was truly a priority issue was SB 18, which dealt with the issue of the power of eminent domain – insuring property owners a fairer shake when the power of eminent domain is used by a public entity in taking – or utilizing – their private property.

This has been a long worked on piece of legislation and, if you recall, in a previous session the legislature did pass a very similar bill, only to have it vetoed by the Governor.


Only those topics listed by the Governor in his Call for a Special Session may be heard or acted upon. Those items so far have been: budget and related legislative issues, health care issues primarily related to Medicaid, Sanctuary Cities and driver license security, Congressional re-districting, TWIA (dealing with Texas Windstorm Insurance issues). An interesting side note however, there have been 30 some odd Senate bills filed and 80 some odd House bills filed dealing with everything from “soup to nuts” (so to speak). For instance, Senator Fraser filed two separate bills – SB 18 and SB 19 – both of which were water related. This sort of filing is not unusual – the members try really hard to get the Governor to put their pet issues on the call – in most instances to have another chance to pass their legislation that failed during the regular session. These bills cannot and will not be heard unless, by some chance, the legislator can convince the Governor to place the issue on his official call.

The deficit, or lack of certifiable state revenue for the budget for the upcoming two year period presented the largest single challenge of the session. State agencies are being cut in funding for that upcoming budget cycle by 20% - 40%, varying some from agency to agency. Legislator’s budgets were also reduced proportionately. This makes it necessary for several state agencies to eliminate services that most of us felt very necessary for our rural businesses. These agencies are also being pushed to generate a replacement for a portion of those lost General Revenue Funds by creating new fees for services or expanding current fees to larger amounts. Since sales tax generates approximately 60% of the state’s general revenue income, you can 
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readily see how the downturn in the overall economy during the previous two year period brought a drastic cut in the state treasury revenue. Add to that the fact that the new business tax which replaced our traditional franchise tax lacked several Billion generating as much income for the state treasury as its predecessor.

The tremendous turnover in House membership brought on a shortage, to say the least, of institutional budget and governing knowledge, thus making this session a most unique one. A number of divisive issues – such as Sanctuary Cities (which deals with the immigration issue), voter registration ID, re-districting for House, Senate, and Congressional districts, and public school finance and human services cuts set the stage for a most confrontational session.



Since there was not a budget approved or presented to the Governor, a special session was required in an attempt to work the issue out. Special sessions are very costly to the state’s tax payers and very distasteful to the legislators. Legislation (such as the budget bills, etc.) have to be re-filed, heard all over in public hearings by the committees of both House and Senate, as well as debated on the floor of both bodies in the same manner they previously were during the Regular Session. These bills are now being reconsidered and the outcome should, hopefully, be decided by the end of the week of June 13th, the session can only be called for a maximum of 30 days. However, Any Number of Special sessions may be called by the Governor if the need is there.

Since this Special session began after the public school year ended, you can imagine the turnout of educators and parents who have bombarded the capitol halls in protest to the proposed funding cuts. Add to this, the number of persons with disabilities who are also demonstrating their dissatisfaction with human services fund cuts. The capitol has been a very crowded and noisy place. It appears to me that this would prove to be a strong incentive to the Governor And the legislators to try to work out something as quickly as possible, and enable the legislature to adjourn and return home.  It might be noted that the acceptance of some of these legislators in their home districts by these same groups might be anything BUT cordial in some cases, or so it would seem.

THANK YOU

Once again we would like to say Thank You to Drs. John Carey, Craig Coufal, and Morgan Farnell for all their hard work putting together such a relevant and informative educational program. 
May 13, 2011

Texas Poultry Federation

595 Round Rock West Drive #305

Round Rock, Texas 78681-5030

Dear Members of the Federation:

Thank you very much for honoring me this week with the 2011 Golden Feather Award.

My receiving this award is one of the high honors I have ever received.  It is a privilege to join the list of past winners that helped make the Texas Poultry Federation what it is today.

During the past 30 years I have had the opportunity to work with many of you at Poultry Federation events, on the Board of Directors or other poultry associated events and I look forward to that continued association in the future.  I especially thank those that I have worked closely with during the past years and the support they have given me as we worked together to make the poultry industry in Texas a great place to be.

I again want to extend a special thanks to my family members, the staff at Ideal Poultry and a special mention of my grandparents who provided the example of service to community and organizations like the Texas Poultry Federation that we continue to follow in our family and in our business.

Thank you again,

Gary Fuchs












DANISCO











First you add knowledge...
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Texas Poultry Federation

595 Round Rock West Drive #305

Round Rock, Texas 78681-5030

Dear Members of the Texas Poultry Federation:

I want to take a minute and extend my gratitude and appreciation for honouring me with the 2011 Salesman of the Year Award.

This is the highlight of my sales career and I am honoured to be added to the list of names that make up the history of this award.  Many of these men, I have viewed as mentors and friends throughout my career in the Poultry Industry.

I also want to thank the Texas A&M Poultry Science Dept. Staff and Administrators for providing me the many opportunities to set my career path as I studied and worked in the department during my college career.  It was a special evening to have Dr. Fred Thornberry with us – as I consider him a key to my success as he taught me so much (not only about Poultry but Life itself) during my years at Texas A&M.

The Texas Poultry Federation has always been a key influence to my career and for that I am Thankful.  James Grimm and Staff have always allowed me to serve in and around the Federation on committees and organizations which expanded my knowledge and acquaintances.  I appreciate the opportunity to serve the Federation through Texas Allied Poultry Association.

As I begin my work week this Monday morning, I am thankful for all of the customers that have taken a chance with me and allowed me to work with them throughout my Sales Career!  It is because of you that I am able to accept this award and mark many of my other accomplishments in the role that I serve the Poultry Industry.

Lastly, a big “Thank You” to my wife, Sheri and our kiddo’s, Haley, Rachel, Anna, and Nathan!  Their unending love and support is what motivates me in everything that I do!  My extensive travel comes at their cost – Not having Dad at home to participate in their school, Church and community activities.  But thanks to Sheri and her loving and creative abilities, we make up for that Quality Family Time when I am home.  She deserves the Greatest Mom Award!

I look forward to working with the Texas Poultry Federation in the coming years to make the Texas Poultry Industry a great place to work and raise a family!  Thank you, once again!

In appreciation,

Keith Staggs

